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Grounds For Reasonable Doubt

| began a spiritual detox journey 7 years ago, questioning the validity of some manifestations |
had previously assumed and accepted as inspired by the Lord. In researching the holy
laughter phenomena, the historical roots | discovered began to cast doubts on the legitimacy
of the exp. The more investigations | pursued regarding various spiritual phenomena, other
charismatic beliefs and practices, and certain well known figures, highly spoken of, the more |
discovered evidence to give reasonable doubts to accept and believe many previous things.

The definition of reasonable doubt below, | have applied in the opposite manner, that is, that
at times, evidence may be presented to establish reasonable doubt to believe some things.
My own exp. in my spiritual detox journey, has been, that there is a tendency in charismatic
circles to believe everything, not considering examining, to ascertain validity and
genuineness, not even willing to consider looking at evidence provided. This amounts to
denial of even possible evidence to give doubt of validity. This is where much research and
examination begins, as does here, looking at possible evidence supporting reasonable doubt
& to at least question some things & not just believe everything. May we be reasonable, at
least allowing for consideration of possible evidence for questions and doubts.

Doubt Based On Reason & Common Sense

https://www.google.com/search?g=reasonable+doubt+meaning&rlz=1CATTSD_enCA795CA7
95&0g=Reasonable+Doubts&ags=chrome.2.0i355i512j46i512j0i10i131i433i512j46i10i512L3j
0i10i51214.2740j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8

In a legal context, “reasonable doubt” means a doubt based on reason and common sense
that arises from the evidence or lack of evidence. It’s not a mere possibility of innocence, but
a doubt that convinces a juror that they are not sure of the defendant’s guilt, according to
Daryl Royer.

Here’s a more detailed explanation:

« Not based on sympathy or prejudice:A reasonable doubt is not based on emotions or
personal opinions, but on the evidence presented.

e Logical and common sense:The doubt must be logically connected to the evidence or
lack thereof, and should be something a reasonable person would consider.
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« Not absolute certainty:The prosecution doesn’t need to prove guilt beyond any doubt,
but beyond a reasonable doubt, meaning they must provide enough evidence to leave
no doubt in the minds of the jury.

o High standard of proof:The standard of proof “beyond a reasonable doubt” is a higher
standard than simply “probable guilt”.

In essence, a “reasonable doubt” means that the jury, after carefully considering all the
evidence, cannot be sure that the defendant is guilty. If a reasonable doubt exists, the
defendant must be acquitted.
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Reasonable doubt is legal terminology referring to insufficient evidence that prevents a
judge or jury from convicting a defendant of a crime. It is the traditional standard of proof
that must be exceeded to secure a guilty verdict in a criminal case in a court of law.

Al Overview - The Heavenly Man

https://www.google.com/search?q=Heavenly+Man+-
+Critiqued&rlz=1CATTSD_enCA795CA795&0qg=Heavenly+Man+-
+Critiqued&aqgs=chrome..69i57j33i160.23148j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8

“The Heavenly Man,” the autobiography of Brother Yun, is a book that has garnered both
strong praise and significant criticism. While many readers find it inspiring and a testament to
God'’s faithfulness, others question the accuracy of some accounts, particularly regarding
miracles, and suggest it mirrors the Book of Acts too closely.

Here’s a more detailed look at the critiques:
Praise for the book:

¢ Inspiring and faith-affirming: Many readers find the book deeply moving and
inspiring, highlighting Brother Yun’s unwavering faith and the power of God working in
his life.


https://www.google.com/search?q=Heavenly+Man+-+Critiqued&rlz=1CATTSD_enCA795CA795&oq=Heavenly+Man+-+Critiqued&aqs=chrome..69i57j33i160.23148j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.google.com/search?q=Heavenly+Man+-+Critiqued&rlz=1CATTSD_enCA795CA795&oq=Heavenly+Man+-+Critiqued&aqs=chrome..69i57j33i160.23148j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.google.com/search?q=Heavenly+Man+-+Critiqued&rlz=1CATTSD_enCA795CA795&oq=Heavenly+Man+-+Critiqued&aqs=chrome..69i57j33i160.23148j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8

¢ Insightful into Christian life: Some appreciate the book’s portrayal of what real
Christianity entails, particularly in the context of persecution and suffering.

e Compelling narrative: The story is described as gripping and captivating, with readers
often unable to put the book down.

e Focus on God’s power: Some readers emphasize how the book demonstrates God’s
power working in and through Brother Yun’s weakness.

Critiques of the book:

¢ Miracle accounts questioned: Some critics suggest that certain accounts of
miracles, particularly those related to healings and escapes, are exaggerated or lack
corroboration.

o Possible mirroring of Acts: Some reviewers note similarities between Brother Yun’s
experiences and events described in the Book of Acts, suggesting a possible attempt
to emulate biblical narratives.

o “Imperial” leadership style: One critique focuses on Brother Yun’s leadership style,
which some found to be “imperial” and which led to conflict and division within his
church.

e Lackoftransparency: Some question the financial transparency of the “Back to
Jerusalem* movement, which Brother Yun is associated with.

e Controversial claims:

e Some have raised concerns about the “Born Again Movement,” which Brother Yun is
part of, potentially veering into heresy.

In Conclusion:

“The Heavenly Man” remains a popular and widely read book, sparking both inspiration and
debate. While some find it a powerful testament to faith and God’s work, others question the
accuracy of certain claims and the book’s overall narrative structure. Ultimately, the book’s
message of repentance, faith, and perseverance in the face of suffering resonates with many,
but readers are encouraged to approach it with a critical and discerning eye.

Book Review: The Heavenly Man by Brother Yun with Paul Hattaway (2003)

Posted on 2013-05-21 by thelittleman - Elliott’s Blog

https://thelittlemanreviews.com/2013/05/21/897/#:~:text=In%20my%200pinion%2C%20it%
20seems,realm%200f%20%E2%80%9Ctranslation%20mishaps.%E2%80%9D

“Nearly every page of The Heavenly Man recounts a miracle, dream, or vision experienced by
either Yun, his wife, DaLing, or another believing friend during their evangelization of China or
their run-ins with the Chinese PSB, and through every instance, the power of God’s protective
hand is evident. One could argue that perhaps Yun and Hattaway both have tampered
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with Yun’s history, inflating the accounts and embellishing his stories. Certainly, Yun’s
having fasted from food and water for 34 days LONGER than even Jesus ever fasted
seems a bit extreme; virtually walking invisibly through a crowd of angry guards seems
excessive; being able to flee China only to get arrested in a neighboring country because
of “pride” is a bit far-fetched. Yet who will deny his claims? Rather than denials by anyone
besides his enemies, there is a spring of testimony from Yun’s associates, family, and friends
which confirm these things actually happened over the past several decades. God is still
actively saving humanity, supernaturally, from their lives of sin, so it not terribly far-fetched to
believe that He is still actively showing Himself victorious over flesh and blood in other
supernatural ways as well.

Truth be told, some items in the book left me figuratively scratching my head. For example,
why did the authors have to use such high language to describe what should have been
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normal events (i.e. “washed their feet with my tears,” “our voices shook the house,” etc.)? In
my opinion, it seems that they wanted to make Brother Yun so much an apostle like the men
of Acts that they were willing to inflate his already amazing story by mirroring some of the
language from God’s Book. Although | did not really appreciate that aspect of the book, |
would not make it an issue of major contention, leaving it conveniently in the realm of

“translation mishaps.”
‘Open Letter’ by Paul Hattaway:Heavenly Man Author

https://www.asiaharvest.org/open-letter-heavenlyman

‘Smoke and Fire’ Theology

“At the same time as these encouraging events have unfolded | have watched as a campaign
has arisen strongly attacking Brother Yun’s integrity and his testimony. At first | didn’t think too
much of the attacks, putting them down to the constant opposition that anyone serving God
inevitably faces. Having known Brother Yun for a number of years and have seen the slander
and opposition he has endured. Some of it could only be described as extraordinary.

Something To Take Into Consideration

The main source of these attacks is a website hosted by a Chinese man living in
Hamburg, Germany. On the website he gives his name as Lin Mushe, but his real name is
Titus Pan. This website is completely dedicated to trying to destroy one person — Brother Yun.
Itis in Chinese, English, and German, and spares no effort in trying everything possible to
make Yun look bad. Itis full of outright lies, slander, half-truths, and nonsense. It has even
gone so far as to publish fake letters from Chinese believers denouncing Brother Yun. When
these people were contacted they were shocked and distressed that their names had been
falsely used to slander a brother whom they loved and respected. According to a statement
issued by eight respected Chinese pastors who investigated the claims made on this website,

“Unfortunately, there is “someone” living in Hamburg, Germany, who keeps sending out
accusations through the internet, email, letters, cassette tapes and CDs to discredit brother
Yun’s reputation. We have checked the accusations thoroughly and found the accusations to
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be false, baseless and a distortion of the true facts. In addition, certain persons being quoted
in the accusations also deny having discredited brother Yun in anyway. They also expressed
their displeasure of being falsely used, out of context, and without their consent and by
distortion of the true facts.”

Dennis Balcombe, a well-known figure in China ministry and the pastor of Revival Christian
Church in Hong Kong, says,

“l am aware of the attacks of Titus Pan against Brother Yun and the reasons behind them.

From the very beginning | took a strong stand against these malicious attacks and have told
Titus Pan my position on many occasions. It is sad and regretful that he would allow the
enemy of the church to work through him in this way. All that he has said and is saying is totally
false. We pray the Lord will work in the hearts of sincere people to see the truth and support
Brother Yun, whom God has raised up.”

Bizarre as these accusations were, many Christians (especially Chinese believers living
outside China) have believed these accusations. Surprisingly, even some senior well-
respected mission leaders were taken in by them. Various critics and opponents have
emerged, some intent on doing all they can to destroy Brother Yun and his reputation through
gossip and innuendo, content to pass on false information as fact without making any effort to
verify it. This false information spread like wild fire not only among Chinese Christians, but to
many Western missionaries and pastors have also jumped on the bandwagon, even though
“they do not know what they are talking about or what they so confidently affirm” (1 Tim. 1:7).
Almost every day | receive emails from people who have heard something via someone else,
who in turn met someone who read it on the Internet!”

*> Daryl: Samuel Lamb’s account of concerns with brother Yun is entered at the end of this
blog. Paul Hathaway’s perspective on Samuel, and his response to brother Yun is strikingly
different than others have related, who either know Samuel personally, or know of his
reputation, as is mentioned thro’ out the blog.

The Heavenly Man... or not?

July 25, 2012 by jmichaelrios

https://jmichaelrios.wordpress.com/2012/07/25/the-heavenly-man-or-not/

* Reasonable Doubts

“Christian biography is one of my go-to genres for encouragement and refreshment; my
delight, with the Psalmist’s, lies with the Saints who are in the land (Ps 16:3). Consequently, |
was excited when The Heavenly Man, the story of Brother Yun, was glowingly recommended

to me. Perhaps here was another book to add to my list of greats—to place alongside Brother
Andrew and Corrie Ten Boom on my shelf of Saints. However, as | worked my way through
Yun’s story a strange cadre of emotions followed me; this was a book that left me... uncertain.
Let me see if | can explain why.
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Brother Yun is a Chinese house church leader, and The Heavenly Man is his story, told
with the help of Paul Hattaway. It begins in Yun’s youth when he begins to earnestly pray for
a bible. He prays fervently and faithfully—so fervently that his family begins to think him crazy.
Then, one day, God miraculously provided a bible for Yun. He began to consume, then
memorize the scriptures, and then was almost immediately called to preach. What follows
(the remainder of his story) is an amazing account of miracles (among these were healings,
miraculous transportation, provision, supernatural wisdom, and multiple divinely planned
escapes from the authorities). In short, Yun travels, preaches, brings people to faith, spends
time in prison, ministers to prisoners, is tortured, is released, is imprisoned more, is tortured
more, and through it all is provided for by God on numerous occasions.

What | say next | want to say carefully: there is nothing wrong with Yun’s book; *but there is
also something not quite right about it. The cadre of strange emotions that traipsed through
his story with me nagged again and again, raising small flags here and there, that something
didn’t add up.

Let’s begin with what was right with Yun’s book. First, his life story, as one of commitment to
Christ through suffering, is admirable. Yun’s faithfulness is a wonderful testimony to Christ’s
goodness. Second, Yun is clear in that he gives glory to Christ for what has happened and not
to himself. (Incidentally, Yun’s nickname, “Heavenly Man” isn’t about Yun’s holiness, but
about a time when the authorities asked him where he was from. He responded, in order to
protect his village, by saying he belonged to Heaven, and the nickname stuck.) Third, and this
is terribly important, whenever Yun quoted scripture—whether to teach, to explain a situation,
or in defense of his actions—he quoted them accurately. There was no proof texting, but
healthy interpretation of the bible. Often, | find that if a teacher is faulty, those faults show up
firstin the teacher’s interpretation of scripture. So this factor—the accurate use of scripture—
is one that gave, to my mind, the greatest credibility to Yun’s story.

But alongside theses goods came, every few pages or so, the red flags which left me
uncertain. *And the first red flag was Yun’s accounts of miracles. Now before | go on let me
be clear—abundantly clear—that | believe in the power of the Spirit to do whatever He wants
to do. That is, | have no problem believing in miracles—in transportation, in fasting, in
healings, in knowledge, in miraculous escapes. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and
forever; he is the same one who acted in the past, he is the same who acts today. So my
concerns about Yun’s book have precisely nothing to do with a prejudiced dismissal of the
miraculous. My concerns are different, so let me try to explain them. When | read

about Brother Andrew’s miraculously surviving Volkswagen, or his miraculous encounters at

hostile borders, there are no questions in my mind. When | read about Corrie Ten Boom’s

miraculous bottle of vitamins while in the concentration camp, | am undeterred. When | read

about Jack Hayford getting words from the Lord and having visions | am unfazed. And when |

read about John Wimber’s miraculous accounts | am encouraged. In each case one factoris

consistent: the Spirit within me ratifies His own work. And this may seem unfairly subjective,
but | have experienced the Spirit, know what He is like, and recognize the scent of His actions
when | encounter them. That flavor was missing from Yun’s book—and that lack of
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confirmation troubled me deeply. * Do | believe that he was miraculously transported from
one location to another? I’m not sure. Do | believe that he fasted from food and water for more
than 70 days? I’'m not sure. Do | believe that he miraculously walked out of a maximum
security prison in China? Again, I’m not sure.

*Everybody Red Flag Exaggerations

Still, my uncertainty shouldn’t negate a book’s testimony—especially without evidence!—
otherwise it would just be my word against his. But other elements combined to create a
deeper suspicion. *One of these other red flags was the frequent use of what I’llL call
“everybody” language. Yun preaches, and “everybody” repents. Yun holds a meeting and
“everybody” weeps. Yun shares the gospel in prison and “everybody” is enrapt. Now, this
is, most likely, a blatant exaggeration. There’s always some Eutychus who nods off, even
when the preaching is first-rate. *And this idea of exaggeration began to lodge itself in my
mind. It is easy, as a preacher, to exaggerate—to make the story bigger, the salvation more
poignant, the miracle more miraculous. | began to wonder if Yun had fallen into that trap.

Uncanny Mimicking Of Striking Biblical Similarities

Reflecting on both the miracles and the ‘everybody’ language, a new thought occurred to
me: *Yun’s book closely resembles the book of Acts. And not just ‘closely resembles’, but
appears to be written as a copy of the book of Acts. Yun is saved, set apart for a mission
like Paul, is miraculously transported like Philip, is part of healings and radical
community like the early church, escapes from the authorities like Paul, escapes from
prison like Peter—Yun is even met at the door by a girl who forgets to open it for him after
his escape! Through this all my inner eye began to narrow more and more as | scrutinized
Yun’s book. Why does this book so closely parallel the story of Acts? Again, | must ask, is
it possible for God to do these things? Certainly! But does this all add up?

In the end, | left Yun’s book feeling like | had been fed a story | wanted to believe, as if this was
just what | wanted to hear about the underground Chinese church, its size, its miracles, its
freshness, its closeness to the apostolic Church of Acts. And because of all this, I’'m not sure
Yun’s book was entirely truthful. Do | doubt that Yun has a ministry in China, possibly a highly
effective one with the Spirit’s power? No. But I’'m not sure that this book is an accurate
picture of that ministry. And for that reason | don’t feel comfortable recommending it. Sadly,
it won’t go on my shelf of saints. Does that mean | won’t be proved wrong? Far from it—
nothing would please me more than to learn that I’ve made a misjudment about Yun and his
story. But | don’t think that’s the case. And until that time, if you read his book, | suggest you
read it with caution.

Comments Section In Article

July 22, 2015 Dana Roberts says:

Chinese tradition of making a story better than it is
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My name is Dana Roberts. | have a few degrees from in Religion and New Testament Studies
and some post-grad work (Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary, Eastern Nazarene College,
Trinity Evangelical Divinity School). My first book on Watchman Nee is one of the standard
references to his theology. | learned much more by speaking to the surviving members of his
church still living in Shanghai. Not a “Spiritual Man” at all. Chinese Christian outside China
are divided about his work. Skepticism fights with those who regard him as God’s seer. The
facts are there. But you have to go to Shanghai and in the case of Brother Yun you have to
got to Zheng Zhou City, Henan Province to get the facts. There are Christians in Henan
Province, from his own fellowship who have disassociated themselves from him. Why? |
don’t know. My own reservations begin with a comparison of Nora Lamb’s ‘China Cry’
with Mr. Yun’s testimony. It has the same level of super miracles. My own estimation is
that Yun was persecuted like many Christians there. * But the Chinese have a long tradition
of making a story better than it is (I knew a Christian Deacon on Hainan Island who
exaggerated his own claims.). It’s saying what people want to hear. Outside China itis quite
possible that Yun picked up the “want more” cues and added to his story. Why Brother Yun?

September 3, 2015 Chris says:

Thank you for your blog on The Heavenly Man. You related more than | found in the book since
| put the book down after the tenth chapter. *Your observations about parallels to the book
of Acts is something | started to notice.

But what bothered me is that *Brother Yun is evidently a man who suffered more torture
than the apostle Paul without having any reason in his unbelieving life to warrant such
from God, whereas Paul’s suffering was based on his persecution of the church.

| also found it odd that God hardly ever tempered Yun’s sufferings. Br. Yun suffered often
unimaginably, excrutiatingly, without God doing for him what God did for others who suffered
far less.

Finally, it seems that Br. Yun suffered not all, but many or most, of the methods of torture

upon himself which Christians have suffered only in small part as individuals. As with
experiencing the book of Acts, he seems to have suffered much found in Foxe’s Book of
Martyrs all by himself, again without help from God to temper the pain.The reason? Either his
story is completely true and | really don’t know what help from God for his people means, or
he suffered enough that he is psychologically or physically brain damaged so that he no longer
knows his own reality as distinct from that of other tortured Christians.

The book may be fully true, but | cannot believe at this point that it is. * It does not match
the testimony of other historical Christian experiences that | know of, and doesn’t match
the promises of Scripture.

Ex’s Of Faulty Mindsets Unwilling To Test All Things

Dec. 19, 2015 Donovan Bolton says: “l don’t think articles like this help peoples faith, so why
write it? If you don’t have proof (as you said in the blog) then you should not be writing about
it. | think its basically like gossiping.”
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Dec 19, 2015 jmichaelrios says: Hi Donovan, | think you raise some points that are worth
discussing. First of all, in any book review, the “proof” one has is in the book itself. Whether |
recommend a book, or condemn it, should be based on the evidence of the book itself.
Anything else would be disingenuous (like giving a favorable review because it was a gift, or
because you know the author). The very idea of a book review depends on reviewing, well, the
book itself. So if we take your logic and apply it across the board, no one should write any
reviews except those people with personal experience of the author’s claims. | think that’s a
pretty big stretch.Second, | have been very careful not to question Brother Yun’s character in
this process. | have left the question open as to the veracity of his claims, but you have my
opinion that something is off. In other words, in all reviews | make a point of addressing the
argument and not the person. That’s simply a principle of good critique.Third, gossip is the
business of speaking behind someone’s back, and sometimes of sharing people’s secrets
when we ought not to. I’'m not dealing in hidden things, but in a book that is open and
published. Go ahead, you can secure a copy and write your own review as well. Nothing that’s
been said is in secret, and we’re not talking behind his back. So this isn’t gossip at all. Fourth,
what you seem to suggest is that there is no place for Christian critique, or Christian
criticism. | think this is also false. And if it were true, mind you, there would be no place
for your critique of my critique. So why would you reserve the right to critique my review
of Brother Yun’s book, but restrict my critique of his book? | hope you can see how this is
self-defeating. Instead, we are called to “test the Spirits,” and to “take every thought captive,”
and the Bereans are commended for searching the Scriptures diligently. My intention is to
faithfully execute that task, and as for the above review, | continue to stand by my words.
Blessings, Jeremy

Jan. 27, 2016 thinkadapt says: Hi Jeremy, Gossip is the wrong term —you are correct and |
apologise. | still think what you have done is wrong. You can call it a critique, the bottom line is
you have put doubt on someones account / character when you do not know for certain
yourself —you just have a feeling “that something is not quite right”. You can stand by your
words as much as you like — and | will stand by mine. You should not be writing articles that
bring doubt on something when you don’t know for sure yourself.

Oct. 10, 2016 Paul Ehrsam says: | completely agree with what ‘thinkadapt’ says. The
Heavenly Man has in no way been shown as lying and the article only causes confusion,
doubt, and mistrust. | suggest you check “Open Letter Regarding ‘The Heavenly Man’” by Paul
Hattaway of Asia Harvest. The enemy “Satan” does not need our help in casting doubt today
any more than in new testament times. ie. Trial of Jesus, Early church and character of Apostle
Paul — Some books require critiquing | agree, however, personal testimonies are not in that
category when it comes to pure speculation, feeling, intuition, or what ever other not factual
word you may use. To reiterate, you should not be writing articles that bring doubt on
someone’s personal testimony you don’t know for sure yourself.”

Faulty Mindset Dilemma

*> Daryl: The dilemma here is that no amount of rational explanation will be acceptable to
this mindset, that considers examining & testing in spiritual matters as anathema. Even facts
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will not dissuade this mindset. What has to transpire, is presenting facts that are clearly
unBiblical, and presenting the Biblical response to the unBiblical actions. Appealing to
Biblical admonition to test and weigh all things, counter questioning with such as; “Do we
ignore such egregious actions, beliefs or practices?” Getting people to see & understand the
appropriate Biblical response is important.

More Comments

Eye Withess Account Of Questionable Manifestations

November 14, 2017 Deborah Nyberg says:

| saw Brother Yun preach this past Sunday. | found the sermon superficial and charismatic. At
some point the whole audience was asked to bow down and pray for salvation, | remained
firmly in my seat and prayed for protection. | have already been saved, so had every personin
that room that had opened their hearts to Jesus Christ, so | had no idea what his prayer of
salvation was for. All | knew is that | did not want to bow down and pray collectively with him.
There followed an intercession prayer for individuals after this which was very
charismatic. People were gripped by the head, they fell on the floor, some shaking - very
disturbing. | prayed for guidance and felt the Holy Spirit. Brother Yun approached people that
were sitting next to me and laid hands on them without even asking them first. | got an
alarming feeling and felt urged to leave my seat and walk away before he put his hands on me
next. | stood by the entrance door and watched what | considered to be a “circus”. | prayed
some more and this time the Holy Spirit gave me the opposite feeling — stand your ground as
he approaches you and be prepared to look him straight in the eye. | felt strong and adamant -
it was quite an overwhelming feeling. This was amazing, having had the message to flee some
minutes before. | had prayed to God to send me a specific sign if this man was aided by the
Holy Spirit of God — Brother Yun did not give that sign but hurried past me, without a glance.

| have had people lay their hands on me and pray for me and have never refused or felt the
negative feeling | felt on Sunday. | had been looking forward to the sermon, so this experience
surprised me, but nevertheless, | trust my personal connection with God more than | do the
complete authenticity of Brother Yun’s ministry.

So Many Smaller Unnecessary Inconsistencies

July 28, 2020 Mat says:

| was very excited about reading this book as | too enjoy learning about how God is active and
working, doing extraordinary things through ordinary people in order to bring the message of
Christ and His salvation to the lost all over the world. | unfortunately only made it to chapter 3.
I am just sharing my experience of reading this book and in no way want to question Brother
Yun. God knows all things and the only person Brother Yun has to answer to for any testimony
he gives is to God Himself. This is just my own personal experience and observations.

| became troubled in my spirit as | read the book. Not so much by the sensational miracles but
by so many smaller unnecessary inconsistencies. For the sake of time | will just give a
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couple of examples. | found it unbelievably strange that after Brother Yun had finally been
given a Bible after all of his prayer and fasting. And after he had been reading it for months and
memorizing entire chapters and books that he had not shared any of it with his mother?
Before he went out to witness to the South and West, he speaks with his mother but says she
only knows a couple verses in the Bible and is completely illiterate biblically? In the same
chapter he says that she is like the prophetess Anna and she spends her days fasting and
praying. He had the time to read the entire Bible, using a dictionary because of his lack of
education so it was painstaking, and then memorize the entire book of Matthew and half of
Acts and in all of that time he didn’t share anything with his mother? Just before he went out to
start spreading the Gospel, she knew no more verses from the Bible than before the Bible ever
arrived at their house?

Then he goes to the village of Gao and holds up his Bible above his head and shows it to all
those gathered there (so we know he has his Bible with him) but then says he recites the entire
book of Matthew - “quickly like a flowing river” so that he would not make any mistakes or
forget anything? Could he not just open the Bible and read it? Was he trying to impress them
by reciting it from memory? Why go through it so quickly as to not make any mistakes or forget
any of it if it was there to reference? Then he goes on to say that the people asked him to stay
longer so he then recited the first part of Acts which he had memorized and then told them he
would come back when he had memorized more? Again — he had his Bible with him? Why
could he not just have read the rest of Acts to them? Why could he not come back until he had
memorized more when he could just come back and READ them more?

These are just 2 brief examples. A careful read through the first 3 chapters will expose
numerous inconsistencies just like this that make absolutely no sense. There may be
more throughout the book but | didn’t read any further. If the small details don’t add up and
seem sensationalized and stretched, it makes it hard for me to believe the viability of the
larger events. I’'m sure there is truth all throughout Brother Yun’s book I’m just not sure what
is true and what isn’t and that for me is sad and makes it difficult for me to finish the book.

Village Next To Brother Yun’s Never Heard Of Him
April 7, 2021 Andrew says:

Good, careful review. Jesus told us to be wise as serpents and gentle as doves. Jesus and all
the writers of the epistles also warned us that we should be on our guard. Miracles are no
guarantee of being in the truth (Mt 7:21-23)

Here is another data point.

We loved the book “Heavenly Man” and read it many times. Moreover, we bought many
copies in Chinese and took them to Henan Zhenzhou and gave to Christian friends there. They
also loved reading it and spread it around. One of them is from the village next to Brother
Yun’s. She took it to the village and they spread it around. Later, we received some
feedback from her that people in the village were amazed that they had never heard of
this man, or his wife or any of the miracles mentioned in the book. An old house church
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in this village is run by an elderly woman — she was surprised too that she has never
heard of Brother Yun or his wife or any of the miracles mentioned, especially the
miraculous harvest in the field given account by Brother Yun’s wife.

PS To the person who commented on Watchman Nee, the news from China is that he was
deeply in sin, and his conviction and imprisonment were just. If you wish to learn more,
read “My Unforgettable Memories” by Dr Lily Hsu.

It was as if he was trying hard to look like he was living out every story from the Bible...’to
close for comfort’

October 24, 2022 Daniel says:

Thanks for your review. | read Yun’s book on his preaching and absolutely loved it. Someone
lent me the heavenly man and without ever hearing any accusations about Yun before, some
red flags started appearing to me. Something wasn’t quite right. His mother apparently had
very little teaching on the Bible and only knew about Jesus. But when Yun kept coming to her
when he kept hearing a voice speak to him, she ended up calling him Samuel not long later
after someone showed up who was in a dream of his. But it had come across like she wasn’t
well versed in the Bible. The story was so close to the story of Samuel in the Bible. He hears a
voice a few times and each time his mother sends him away. Nearly too close. | decided to
keep reading, a few other red flags started popping up, the book of Act all over again. But the
final straw was the overly holy and identical to Christ carrying the cross. One of the gospels
has Jesus telling some women not to weep over him while he was carrying the cross. Yun gets
a cross strapped to his back. Is flogged, and tells some weeping women not to pity him etc. It
was as if he was trying hard to look like he was living out every story from the Bible. |
believe in miracles and accept many miraculous biographies. May God prove me wrong about
this. But the stories and something in my spirit to not sit well with this.

June 16, 2023 judeshere01 says:

I too had great uneasiness about this book. Ayoung man at church read the book the same
time as me, and he was full of praise for it while | couldn’t bring myself to even speak about it.
Brother Yun being so doctrinally sound was what confused me about his story, | can’t really
explain it, it was like the sound doctrine and his stories didn’t belong together.

| have watched a lot of his videos on you tube, and there is no trace of that sound doctrine, it’s
completely absent from his talks.

| also wonder why if God works so powerfully in his life, no miracles happen at the churches
he visits, also why does he need an interpreter.

Samuel Lamb’s Reputation Validated-Yun Unknown

https://img.sermonindex.net/modules/newbb/viewtopic_pdf.php?topic_id=5529&forum=35d
by Agent001 (), on: 2005/5/9 10:27

Hi all,

| am just a small brother in Christ, who is ethnically Chinese and currently resides in Toronto,

Ontario. | speak fluently in Mandarin and Cantonese. | do have some personal acquaintances


https://jmichaelrios.wordpress.com/2012/07/25/the-heavenly-man-or-not/#comment-4399
https://jmichaelrios.wordpress.com/2012/07/25/the-heavenly-man-or-not/#comment-4758
https://img.sermonindex.net/modules/newbb/viewtopic_pdf.php?topic_id=5529&forum=35

who are Christians in the house churches in southern China...

From my own perspective, the sufferings and ministry of Pastor Samuel Lamb (who also
signed the letter renouncing the “heavenly man”’) are well known among Chinese
Christians and many in the West. He was one of the few house church leaders in China that
Billy Graham visited during his trip to China. In contrast, | have not heard of Brother Yun
until | heard news about him through western Christian media in the last few years.
(Quite extraordinary, because | have been following news on the Chinese churches for years)
In fact, according to the newsletter of CCl of Canada (which has been involved in ministry in
China for 15 years), they did not know about this “Brother Yun” (really Zhenying Liu) until they
started to receive inquiries from some western pastors. It would seem to me that “Brother
Yun” is only a phenom in the West.

Whether you accept what | have said or not, | think the call to discernment is always
appropriate. Beware of sensationalism (a problem that manifests itself in the western
churches in many different ways). Be zealous, but also wise.

May God bless his Church in China!

Re: - posted by Chickpea, on: 2005/5/8 8:24

| heard Brother Yun speak 2 weeks ago, and | was greatly disappointed. He talked of God’s
power to heal, but did not mention grace, atonement, redemption, sin, righteousness or
repentance. *>| was sad that he then had an alter call, but with no clear message about
what people were coming forward for. It’s true that some of what he said may have been lost
in the translation, but | still found it wholly disappointing.

Brother Yun - posted by Paulus (), on: 2005/5/10 8:53

Brother Yun spoke here in Dublin last month and | must concur with another post here. The
gospel was not preached, even allowing for the translation. The church sponsoring the event
are deeply into prosperity and most other recent additions to the gospel. | had not read his
book but my wife and daughters had been impressed with the story, mainly his sufferings of
which his survival is a miracle.

The evening began with his interpreter retelling a story of the dead being raised by another
brother. The dead man was a high official within the communist party but as no names can be
given this becomes accepted on face value issue. Brother Yun then told his story. What struck
me was just how parallel it was to the stories of Peter and Paul, complete with the miraculous
opening of the prison and also Paul’s many stripes and beatings. | am loath to not believe the
brother but must say in my Spirit | had grave misgivings.

What concerned me more was the descriptions of how they intend to train young
christians in the practice of Accupunture and eastern massage as this would allow them
to “lay hands ” on people without them knowing and thus propel them into the Kingdom. |
can find no resonance with this in scripture and in fact hold that Accupuncture and most
eastern medical practises are deeply rooted in the occult.

By the time we got to the “altar call” | was decidedly concerned. *>The altar call was very
unspecific in that they were calling on 1) the unsaved 2) the backslidden 3) anyone who
wanted inner healing 4) physical healing 5) any one with a non specific need. | know the Lord
can and does minister across all these areas but one was left with the feeling that the intent



was to get as many people on their feet as possible for the cameras. This was backed by
the local pastor speaking of “thousands coming forward” when in fact the entire
audience was around 1300.

My final impression was that either the brother was a con or had become conned by the
churches in the west and been hijacked by their lust for celebrity. | would love to have had a
contingent of Chinese Brothers all confirming each other.

Anyway | think | have said enough | merely relate what | saw and heard. Paul

Lack of gospel message & ambiguous altar calls, highlighting ‘more of God’ intentions
with charismatic manifestations

*> Daryl: The lack of an actual clear gospel message & ambiguous ‘altar calls’,
highlighting ‘more of God’ intentions with ‘charismatic manifestations’ of falling, shaking
etc., seems to be the fruit of brother Yun’s ministry, as numerous reports have re-iterated.
These questionable scenarios add reasonable doubt as to brother Yun’s credibility. More book
reviews bear this out.

More book reviews bear this out.

https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/79421

Stacia October 22, 2008

I didn’t really enjoy this book. | knew there was a lot of controversy surrounding the book right
about the time | started reading it. | asked some missionaries that we know in China what
they thought of him. Unfortunately, they know him through an American speaking
engagement rather than the house church movementin China.

Anyhow, while | want to keep my mind open to the possibility that God can/does work in
miraculous ways | found this book over the top. I’ve read a couple other missionary
biographies and those seem more realistic, God works miracles but its not on every page. |
also found that he continuously took verses out of context and never once in the entire
book did he fully explain the gospel. | think that to give at least one presentation of what he
told others would be helpful... otherwise I’m lead to believe he simple told people to repent of
their sins, which isn’t sufficient, | believe.

There were also several times in which his story paralleled stories in the Bible a little TOO
closely. For example, he escapes from prison passing 2 or 3 guards, and then the iron gates
are from some reason open. He goes to a friends house, where they are praying, and the
daughter is so excited to hear his voice that she forgets to open the door. Read Acts 12:6-19...
minus the angel and change the servant to a daughter and its basically the same story. And
that’s not the only one.

While I’'m not ready to call him a fake, a fraud, or a liar, I’'m ready to put the brakes on and not
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accept whole heartedly what he has said. I’'m going to assume that for the most part his story
is true, however, he maybe the events are exaggerated in his mind or something.

| could continue with my opinion, but I’'ll spare you.

Yun Avoids Responding To Request For Questions

Dana Roberts December 8, 2014

This story is not likely true. *>I have attempted to contact Brother Yun about some of the
issues |l raise here. But his staff member says he will only answer questions at one of his
programs. Does that make sense? Can you imagine Billy Graham requiring this, surrounded
by an adoring crowd, with a few hundred people wanting to thank him? Of course the offer
was disingenuous. Yun is much more popular among Christians outside his own Henan
Province.

*> Daryl: Despite Dana’s attempts to reach out to Yun, in Paul Hathaway’s ‘open letter’, he
says; Let’s see what Yun says in a remarkable statement on the Back to Jerusalem website:

In the presence of the Lord | would like to say | hold absolutely nothing against the men of God
who wrote the booklet about me, and | have completely forgiven them. In fact, the booklet did
not reduce the deep respect | have in my heart towards these men. | know that one day we will
embrace before our Father in Heaven and any misunderstanding will be forgotten as we
worship the Lamb of God together.

*>If anyone has any questions about my story, or any other inquiry, | am very willing to
meet either publicly or privately and answer any questions that anybody may have. Let’s
put aside all hindrances and march forward hand in hand for the sake of the kingdom of God!
https://www.asiaharvest.org/open-letter-heavenlyman

“Here are the problems. 1) The larger fellowship of Christian leaders in Henan Province have
distance themselves from Yun and his claims. Many of the independent churches in Henan
first learn about Yun from Yun HIMSELF, during their testimony time. They just assumed that
Christians do not lie (And just how many people has Benny Hinn healed through his anointed
ministry?). 2)This is the second Chinese autobiographer that claimed a miraculous life akin to
Paulin the Book of Acts. *>The first Chinese pop author to do so was Nora Lam. Her
miraculous escape was made into a movie, “China Cry.” Alas she was exposed and
admitted her lies. 3)Those more familiar with the present situation in China say the Chinese
tend to exaggerate to make for a better story. *>Claims about Watchman Nee made outside
of China do not accord with the testimony of those attending the Shanghai Christian
Assembly in the 1940’a and 50’s. One | spoke to attended his trail in 1956. There are indeed
great stories from China about faith in the midst of suffering. Yet they are without mighty
power miracles. They read more like “The Hiding Place,” than “The Heavenly Man.” They are
published by small Chinese presses. A further caveat: Christians need to remember the Bible
requirement of witnesses. The greater the claims, the greater the need for evidence. Two
witnesses for some things; 500 for the more wondrous.
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*> Daryl: | researched Nora Lamb as well, & this statement is true, & Watchman Nee as
well.

According to the January 14, 1991 Christianity Today, the National Association of Evangelicals
turned down Lam’s ministry application for membership in 1989, and in 1977 the Assemblies
of God warned its ministers that “Nora Lam is not endorsed” by its Division of Foreign
Missions and is not recommended as a speaker at church services.
https://www.equip.org/PDF/DL065.pdf https://www.christianitytoday.com/1991/01/china-cry-
critics-question-nora-lams-life-story/

“In 2001, | visited a Christian church in Xiaolin, Henan. That’s the small city famed for
“Gungfu.” There were no seats in the sanctuary. Many stood before its walls praying. One of
the Deacons told me that they wish | could stay and teach them Greek. They are concerned
about false doctrine and misinterpretations of Scripture. They desire good seminary/ Bible
schoolinstruction more than short-term missionary/evangelists. [Reviewers note: Just
checked a new book, “China’s Opening Door.” Author Dennis Balcombe details some of
the mighty events of the Christian church in Bro. Yun’s own Henan Province. Nothing
about Yun’s miracle exploits. Why not? The author did meet him in China just before he left
for America. Yun is shown in a picture looking healthy, even athletic. Balcombe details the
faith of other Christians there, but not Yun. Why?

Amy July 25, 2021

Could God work the miracles listed in this book? | believe so. Did He in the manner
described? I...don’t know. I’'m skeptical. But even if everything in this book happened exactly
as stated, | don’t think it made for a very interesting memaoir. Certainly it left me feeling more
icky than edified. And I’m a little bit embarrassed admitting that.

The problem | kept running into even when | accepted the words at face value: considering
everything God does, this book sure focuses a lot on Brother Yun.

And yeah, maybe it is a language barrier, a translation thing. Maybe | expect too much. He’s
telling his story, so obviously he will play a central role. But again and again, | felt like the story
emphasized Brother Yun and his actions and not the miraculous things around him. He
obeyed, he spoke, he sassed, he suffered, he prayed. He miraculously did x, y, z. But no
amount of Scripture or token praise takes away the uncomfortable feeling that Brother
Yun stands center stage here, not God.

And if you’re expecting me to believe God did these amazing things (which maybe He
did!)...well, I’'m going to expect to see emphasis placed more on God’s might than Brother
Yun’s.

Exponentially greater, beyond all Biblical proportion!

*> Daryl: This is the 1st full account I’'ve read of Yun’s ‘prison break’. Exponentially greater,
literally, beyond all Biblical proportion! Reasonable doubt!

Re: ANONOMOUS without wisdom
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Quote: | got a paperback of BThe Heavenly Manfrom one of the students. It claims to be

a true account and is endorsed by Christian Solidarity International. It is best seller and
widely publicised and makes a great deal of money. This book is an unending series of
sensational miraculous healings, dramatic visions, exorcisms by the laying on of hands,

and unbelievable escapes. Brother Yun claims to have voluntarily fasted for 74 days taking

no food or water, page 124. He claims to have leapt over an 8 feet high prison wall with glass
on the top and cleared a 10 foot wide septic tank —allin one bound, page 65. Then he runs
through the night, climbs two mountains and crosses a river and returnes to the church where
he was arrested which is praying for him! Both his legs were broken during an escape attempt,
page 242. The guards crippled him permanently so that he needed to be carried by Brother Xu,
page 244. But he was able to walk out of Zhengzhou Maximum Security Prison as if invisible to

all the guards and passed through a series of the iron gates as the guards opened them,
crossed the yard passing the guards, and Bstroll through the main gate of the prisonf,

which happened to be open, page 257. In page 75, the insane brother of the Communist Party
Secretary cuts off the head of his 80 year old mother. This tragic incident is interpreted as
being the judgement of God on the Secretary@’s family for persecuting the Christians.

Then Ethe entire village became Christians and received baptisme@l. | took a group of students
to hear Brother Xu, when he spoke in the Chinese Church. It was a great mistake and | believe
did them harm. | could not hear most of what he said but they told me afterwards that what
he claimed to have happened was impossible. They told me that he was making it all up to
impress people.

*> Daryl: Numerous responses to Yun’s prison break were willing to accept this account as
true, because God can, & has done miraculous things thro’ human history. This of course
being true, in and of itself is not a reasonable response, when the entirety of evidence is
presented, raising more questions. The New Test. narrative is basically overshadowed by
Yun’s miraculous accounts, which to me is a sustainable red flag, not a singular
indictment, but reasonable grounds to esp. question the accumulative accounts, adding
further evidence to the whole.

Concerns W/ Back To Jerusalem Organization

https://www.google.com/search?g=Concerns+with+the+Back+to+Jerusalem+organization%
2C&rlz=1CATTSD_enCA795CA795&0g=Concerns+with+the+Back+to+Jerusalem+organizatio
n%2C&aqs=chrome..69i57j0i751j0i512i546j0i751j0i546i649j0i751.11720j0j7&sourceid=chro
me&ie=UTF-8

Al Overview

The “Back to Jerusalem” (BTJ) movement, a Chinese Christian missionary initiative, has faced
several concerns regarding its approach, including potential disregard for local laws and
safety risks for missionaries, as well as theological and strategic criticisms. Some critics
question the movement’s millenarian focus and the idea that China has a specialrole in
global evangelization.
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Specific concerns include:

o Disregard for local laws and safety:Some worry about the movement’s potential to
send missionaries into countries with strict regulations and safety concerns without
proper consideration for local contexts.

¢ Missionary martyrdom:The idea of sacrificing missionaries, while seen as a noble
concept by some, is viewed by others as an unwise and potentially counterproductive
strategy.

e Theological issues:Some scholars question the movement’s theological
underpinnings, particularly its emphasis on a Zionist theology and its potential to
overlook the broader biblical theology of mission.

o Ethnocentric claims:Some critics argue that the movement’s claim of China’s unique
role in global evangelization is ethnocentric and lacks a solid biblical foundation.

¢ Practical challenges:Concerns exist about the lack of adequate training and
resources for missionaries, as well as the potential for the movement to be used for
political purposes.

e Suppression of information:There are reports of the movement’s followers being
discouraged from seeking COVID-19 tests, potentially hindering efforts to control the
spread of the virus.

e Potential for division:The movement’s focus on a specific geographic area and its
potential to marginalize other Christian communities could lead to division within the
global church.

Theological Development of the China Church

https://www.chinasource.org/resource-library/articles/beyond-back-to-jerusalem/

The Heavenly Man not official spokesman for BTJ

The “Heavenly Man” is not an “official” spokesman for BTJ or the China church. Although
many times in the last several years Brother Yun, known as the “Heavenly Man,” may have
been introduced as a spokesman for BTJ or the China church, there is now open recognition
that he does not represent either one in any official capacity, and that such
representation in the past was incorrect.*

*Glorification Of Suffering & Martyrdom

Many are concerned about the suggestion that BTJ workers will be sent with no regard to local
government policy and restrictions, particularly in the Middle East. The talk of a large number
of workers being put in prison and sacrificing their lives is frightening to all of us. Such a plan
is certainly not strategic and can hardly achieve the goal of taking the gospel all the way to
Jerusalem. The history of the China church gives us some insight into how such anidea came
about. The China church has suffered tremendous persecution for the last 55 years,
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particularly from the 1950s to the 1970s when the government adopted a hard-line religious
policy. Thus, the main theological development in the house church today is the theology
of the cross. In this context, *there is also a glorification of suffering and martyrdom,
almost to the point that one’s dedication and commitment is measured by the length of
imprisonment. In addition, there are also the mistaken notions of “the further you go, the
holier you are” and “walking the gospel to Jerusalem?” (as in the original BTJ vision) “is
superior to flying there.”

We all appreciate the dedication and commitment demonstrated by the China churches. The
Western churches should learn from the China churches on these matters. Nevertheless, the
China church must also understand that the theology of the cross cannot answer all the
questions of the Muslims. Moreover, a triumphal, high profile approach highlighting suffering
and martyrdom is not beneficial to the cause of the movement. The most constructive
approach is to work alongside the China church, to derive a workable plan within its context
recognizing its strengths and weaknesses.

*> Daryl: Mentioned several times has been the erroneous glorification of suffering &
martyrdom tendencies, which may explain this recurring theme in Yun’s autobiography.
Another point made was the tendency with Chinese people to exaggerate their stories.
These observation made, present more validation for reasonable doubt to accept some of the
content of the book.

In researching and writing numerous blogs on the ‘Charismatic Folklore Legends’ theme,
another similarity has been the auto-biography aspect, wherein the subject person written
about, is actually the one dictating the stories, much of the content unverifiable, sometimes
suspiciously appearing exaggerated.

Brother Yun’s Leadership & The Born Again Movement

Brother Yun and Peter Xu, whom they regard as heterodox, as they come from the ‘Born
Again’ movement

https://www.google.com/search?qg=Brother+Yun%27s+leadership+and+the+%22Born+Again
+Movement%22&rlz=1CATTSD enCA795CA795&0qg=Brother+Yun%27s+leadership+and+the
+%22Born+Again+Movement%22&aqgs=chrome..69i57j33i16014.2049j0j7&sourceid=chrome
&ie=UTF-8

Heterodoxy Concerns Of Born Again Movement

https://www.google.com/search?g=+heresies+of+%27Born+Again%27+movement+in+China
&sca_esv=05c894fd792d1e12&rlz=1CATTSD_enCA795CA795&sxsrf=AE3TifOKHulqVxNqgrZez
Xc615_fo6sd72Q%3A1750011769890&ei=eQ9PaOyONqOkptQPybO-
MQQ&ved=0ahUKEwisr5bvhfSNAxUjkokEHcmZLOMQ4dUDCBM&og=+heresies+of+%27Born
+Again%27+mov

Al Overview
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The “Born Again” movement in China, also known as the “Word of Life” or “All Ranges”
church, has faced accusations of heresy due to its unique interpretations of Christian
doctrine and practices. Some of the key areas of concern include claims of a second Jesus or
female Christ, a rejection of traditional Christian views on salvation, and a focus on
apocalyptic prophecies. These beliefs and practices have led to the movement being labeled
as a cult by some and have resulted in clashes with both the registered and unregistered
Christian communities in China.

Here’s a more detailed breakdown:
Heresies and Controversies:

e Claim of a second Jesus or female Christ:Groups like the Shouters and their
offshoots, including the Lord God Sect, Anointed King, and Eastern Lightning, have
been identified for their leaders’ claims to be or support a “Second Jesus Christ” or a
“Female Christ”.

¢ Rejection of traditional Christian views on salvation:Some groups within the
movement emphasize joining “Sanban” (a term with varying interpretations) for
salvation, rather than through faith in Jesus Christ alone.

e Emphasis on apocalyptic prophecies:Doomsday predictions and an emphasis on an
imminent end times scenario are also characteristic of some of these groups.

e Emphasis on a one-off experience of being “Born Again”:Unlike some Christian
denominations that see the “Born Again” experience as a continual process of spiritual
growth, the movement in China has been associated with a belief in a single, defining
event.

o Practices involving violence and deception:Some factions within the movement
have been known for abduction, defrauding members, and even training in violent acts,
accordingto ChinaSource.

Impact and Reactions:

¢ Internal divisions within the Chinese Church:The movement’s deviations from
traditional Christian teachings have caused significant friction within both the
registered and unregistered Christian communities in China.

e Government scrutiny and crackdowns:The Chinese government has closely
monitored and, in some cases, cracked down on these groups due to concerns about
their potential for social disruption and their non-conformity with state-approved
religious practices.

e Accusations of cult-like behavior:Due to the aforementioned factors, including
strong leadership control, apocalyptic beliefs, and potentially manipulative practices,
the movement has faced accusations of being a cult.

Key Figures and Groups:


https://www.chinasource.org/resource-library/articles/chinese-cults-sects-and-heresies/

e Peter Xu Yongze: The founder of the “Born Again Movement” or “Word of Life
Church”in 1968.

¢ Shouters: A movement from which many of these groups emerged.

e Eastern Lightning: A group associated with the “Born Again” movement, known for its
controversial practices and teachings.

e Lord God Sect, Anointed King: Other groups linked to the “Shouters” movement with
similar theological divergences.

China: Leaders Distance Themselves From The Heavenly Man Brother Yun & Peter Xu

https://www.e-n.org.uk/features/2004-12-china-leaders-distance-themselves-from-the-

heavenly-man/ Date posted: 1 Dec 2004

While the Lord has indeed brought millions of people to Christ in China over recent years, the
character and some of the claims of ‘Brother Yun’— whose story is told in the book The
Heavenly Man — are being called into question by indigenous Chinese house church leaders.

Samuel Lamb (Lin Xiangao) has strongly attacked the ‘heavenly man’ (Brother Yun) in a
pamphletissued in August. The two most respected house church leaders in Beijing, Moses
Xie and Allen Yuan, have also come out strongly against him and Peter Xu. Allen Yuan, who is
himself from a Pentecostal background, has said that they are ‘black sheep disturbing the
church’.

In early April the key leaders of the large rural Sinim Fellowship house churches metin
Shanghai and all distanced themselves from Brother Yun and Peter Xu, whom they regard
as heterodox, as they come from the ‘Born Again’ movement which is widely regarded by
most house church leaders in China as extreme, if not downright heretical. Moses Xie has
written an article in which he describes how the Born Again evangelists split existing
churches with their extreme teaching.

Born Again Movement

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Born_Again_Movement#:~:text=The%20Born%20Again%20Mov
ement%20(%E9%87%8D%E7%94%9F were%200officially%20closed%20by%20the

The Born Again Movement (EE4:)Jk Chongshengpai) B.A.M., or Word of Life Church, or All
Ranges Church (£3GF %< Quanfanwei jiaohui, “Total Scope Church”) of China is

a Christian religious movement founded by Peter Xu Yongze in 1968 during the

Chinese Cultural Revolution, when all churches were officially closed by

the Communist government under Chairman Mao.

The B.A.M. is a Henan-based house church network whose membership may run into the
millions." In 1998 there were an estimated 3 million followers independent of the
official Three-Self Patriotic Movement churches in China. The magazine Christianity

Today reports that “Spinoffs from BAM, one of the fastest-growing religious groups in China,
have an estimated 20 million followers, nearly twice the size of the registered church, which
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was re-established in 1979”.12 Xu had taught that weeping was an essential evidence of
repentance, though in recent years this has had less emphasis in the movement.
Concern over this emphasis came not only from the official Three-Self Patriotic
Movement church, but also from some Chinese house church leaders.?

Xu was arrested by the Chinese government in 1998 on charges of “being a leader of a banned
religious cult, disrupting public order, and spreading religious heresy about the imminent end
of the world”.™

The official Chinese news agency compared Xu to David Koresh.!? Both registered-church
and house church leaders, including Samuel Lamb and Allen Yuan, have criticized Xu and
his movement for unorthodox teaching, such as the expectation that new converts weep

for three days to bring about forgiveness for their sins.?’ He was set free in 2000.M"

2)https://web.archive.org/web/20110814043615/http://www.ctlibrary.com/ct/1998/july13/8t8

030.html
The Heavenly Man— A Big Con Man of China

Author: Samuel Lamb Lin Xiangao
House church in Guangzhou, China
Copyright free

https://jesusreturn.net/wp-
content/uploads/2015/05/C125.book_.LinXiangao.C2.wP.Engl_.April05B.J5.pdf
This heavenly man has several names: Liu Zhenying was his real name. In China, he called

himself “The Heavenly Man”. After he arrived in the West, he called himself “Teacher Tian”
among the Chinese but to the West he is “Liu Yun”, “Brother Yun” in short . He was born on 22
Feb, 1958 in Hung Ni Wan, Nanyang, Henan Province.

These books (see below -Yun’ own books portray his persona), have already become very
popular among Christians in the West. Its Chinese version is for his Chinese supporters. Its
content is different from that of the English version. The English, German, Norwegian versions
state that he is “The Appointed Chairman and Spokesman of the Sinim Fellowship, of the
underground Church in China”. On the book cover it is printed that he is a modern apostle of
China. Also, on the back cover, he was introduced as the spokesman for the 70 million
Christians who belong to the Chinese underground Churches.

He boldly spoke about his “calling” to the West and claimed to be “The Apostle” of the
Chinese underground Churches. He frequently dreams and receives revelations from God
who called him and sent him to the West and the South to be the pioneer preacher. This claim
is to be seen, with drawings, in his book, “The Heavenly Man” (first edition English version).
Later on, it turned out to be the basis for the training and orphanage ministry in Burma which
attracted the Western Christians’ donations. In his book, “The Heavenly Man — released”
(English original version “Free at Last” ISBN 0-9732667-0-8), he said that “The house
churches had given approximately US $ 30,000 to these homes. Yun and his wife had also
taken on the task of being intermediaries for this project.”
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The new edition of his book in German version (The same as the original English version “Free
at Last”) has added the event as to how he and his family were forced out of Burma due to the
fact that the Dawn Ministry, a Taiwanese Drug Rehabilitation Centre, hung a Taiwan
national flag in Burma which triggered an investigation by the Burmese military department.
He had no choice but leave Burma. He was only a victim of other people " s politicking. But
Rev. Simon Lau (Lou Min-Ho) and his wife, who are in charge of the Dawn Ministry in Taipei,
categorically denied such event and they said, “We don’t know the heavenly man.”

The English version of his book became the number one bestseller and book of the year 2003.
Itis also sold in Hong Kong. In 2004, its Dutch and Swedish versions were also published. In
2003, upon request, Br. Lin Mushi wrote a critique based on these two books in German called
“Hidden Lies” (ref. http://www.Jesusreturn.net, with English translation,
http://www.job3721.0rg).

Go West to Cheat

Not a lot of Chinese have been deceived and we ourselves did not know his self promoted
claim to be the Chinese underground Churches leader. It would not be easy for him to cheat
people out of their money in China but in the West his deception is hard to be detected and
thus itis, relatively speaking, easy . He left China on Sept. 1997.

If he really is the leader of the Chinese underground Churches, the most he could do is to visit
other countries and not reside in the West leaving the underground Churches in China without
his leadership! To our fellow Christians in the West, please consider this carefully! In China,
many servants of the Lord have also been oppressed and imprisoned, but they remained loyal
to the Lord until death. Pitifully, when he is out of China, he boasts about his sufferings and
exploits, and he uses the catchword Mission from China to deceive.

In Germany

In Sept. 1997 he left China for Germany. On Oct. 10 in Hamburg, he officially applied for
asylum and was allocated to the refugee camp in East Germany. He told the German
government that there are four main networks among the underground Churches in China:
The Born Again, The Charismatics, The Shouters and The Fundamentalist (The
Evangelistic). And he is the elected chairman of these four main networks. The German
government was deceived and granted him refugee status. Between 1997 and 1999 he hid
himself in Br. Lin Mushi’s home. Not long afterward, Br. Lin discovered his hypocrisy who in
fact made false testimony to cheat people, created dissension and he is a big con man.

In Jan. 4, 1999, before the congregation of a big missionary organization AVC of the BFP
Church in Germany, he introduced that there are five main networks among the
underground Churches in China. Not only he is the leader of his own church, but he is
also the leader of these five main networks. He was invited to speak to these churches and
was elected, by raising of hands, to be the chairman representing them. He also claimed that
there were records of the electing procedures but was confiscated by the police. Nanyang
Church which he leads consists of 500,000 members whom he has entrusted to the 150 co-


http://www.jesusreturn.net/
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workers who are under him. There are 10 elders under him. Under each elder there are 10
disciples and under each disciple there are another 10 disciples. On top of that, in his
missionary field he has 300,000 believers.

The German organizations, through verbal testimonies, publications, and German and English
websites publicly introduced “The four main networks of underground churches in China and
the number of their members: The Born Again 23 million members; The Local Churches 15
million members; The Charismatics 20 million members and The Independent Churches 17
million members. The first three main networks were jointly named as ‘The Sinim Fellowship’
which has 58 million believers and they are under the leadership of the heavenly man.”

OnJune 7, 2003, in Berlin, he, as the representative of the 70 million membered Chinese
underground Churches, was very well received by a European Conference which had 15,000
attendants when he talked of his brave testimony of his sufferings in prison.

*> (See link for remainder of article)
The Heavenly Man At An Edmonton Church

https://www.christiancourier.ca/the-heavenly-man-at-an-edmonton-church/

Emily T. Wierenga May 12, 2023

Brother Yun is known as the Heavenly Man. | heard him speak recently at The Summit West
church in Edmonton, Alberta. Yun is one of the founding fathers of the Sithim Chinese
Fellowship, a house church network of hundreds of millions. He also is one of the main
directors of Back to Jerusalem, a Chinese missionary movement to the unreached parts of the
world.

In his autobiography The Heavenly Man, Yun recounts the events of several imprisonments
where he was repeatedly tortured with electric rods and other means of punishment. At one
point, he says he fasted for 74 days without food or water. Following that fast, every single
man in his cell - murderers, rapists and thieves — came to Christ.

https://www.christiancourier.ca/the-heavenly-man-at-an-edmonton-church/

Into China and Beyond: A Timeless Journey of Faith

Book Reviews: By Samuel Chiang - Sep 22, 2005 Issue: ChinaSource Quarterly, Autumn 2005

https://www.chinasource.org/resource-library/articles/into-china-and-beyond-a-timeless-

journey-of-faith/

Jesus in Beijing: How Christianity is Transforming China and Changing the Global Balance of
Power by David Aikman. Regnery Publishing, Washington, DC, 2003. ISBN 0-89526-128-6.

The Heavenly Man: The Remarkable True Story of Chinese Christian Brother Yun by Paul
Hattaway. Monarch Books, UK & USA, 2003 edition. ISBN 1-85424-597-X; ISBN 0-8254-6207-
X.
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Back To Jerusalem: Three Chinese House Church Leaders Share Their Vision to Complete
The Great Commission by Brother Yun, Peter Xu Yongze and Enoch Wang with Paul Hattaway.
Piguant, Authentic Media, USA, 2003 edition. ISBN 1-884543-89-8

The Heavenly Man and Back to Jerusalem

Meanwhile, Paul Hattaway has written two books. One is The Heavenly Man, written with
Brother Yun (who is known as the “heavenly man”), and the other is Back to Jerusalem. Both
books have raised the imaginations and ire of many!

The Heavenly Man is a quasi autobiographical account of Liu Zhenying, known as Brother
Yun and also known as the “heavenly man.” (If you are curious about this title, you may wish
to read the book to understand how it came to be). In the broadest sense, this book is one
man’s perspective on how the church in China has developed. (Aikman provides a much
better, deeper and broader perspective of the development of the church.) From a purely
spiritual-devotional literature viewpoint, this is a viable book since no one can, nor should,
argue with someone’s experience in Christ.

*> Brother Yun is the “authorized representative” to speak for the house churches around
the world; in fact, a grouping of house churches of 58 million adherents, called the Sinim
Fellowship had drafted such a letter.’® Sadly, the Sinim Fellowship was only mentioned
once in Aikman’s book, and the authorized representative who is to speak for China, who is
recognized by the “uncles,” was missed in Aikman’s book, as well as any mention of Paul
Hattaway’s two books. Shoddy journalism? Perhaps. Or did Aikman’s journalistic instincts tell
him more, informing him to stay away from the real, first-class controversies? | suspect the
latter!

Some former reviewers of both of Hattaway’s books have become resoundingly concerned
with the books."® The Sinim Fellowship no longer exists and depending on whom one
believes, the Sinim Fellowship might have disbanded even prior to the publication of
both of Hattaway’s books. Moreover, for argument’s sake, let us suppose the Sinim
Fellowship (if it ever did have a large a number of believers) did disband after the publication
of the books. One would have thought that this fact would have been revealed in later reprints
of the books—especially since there are three different versions of The Heavenly Man in the
market place.

What about “Back to Jerusalem”? Is this a vision, or a legitimate movement, and what will be
the future of the Mainland Chinese church in Central Asia and in the Middle East? The origin of
the “Back to Jerusalem?” vision came to several groups of people in China and is well
documented in Aikman’s book. However, in Hattaway’s book, one may come away with the
impression that the entire house church movement, especially in the rural areas, is allimbued
with the “Back to Jerusalem” vision. | do not believe this is the case as asserted by the book.

The original vision to preach the gospel “Back to Jerusalem” was to involve seven countries
including: Afghanistan, Iran, Arabia, Iraq, Palestine, Syria and Turkey. An original group formed
and was called the “Back to Jerusalem Evangelistic Band.” However, it was not a movement,
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and, in fact, all activities stopped in 1949, 1950. Some of the Chinese Christians had gotten
as far as Xinjiang.

In Hattaway’s book, Back to Jerusalem, the enlargement of the original vision is real; he
provides a list at the back, which includes not only the Islamic world but also the Buddhist
and Hindu worlds. There are a total of 51 countries. Is this the new vision or a self-serving
vision from the West? Many Christian leaders in China have the desire and passion to take the
gospel back to Jerusalem. | heard this passion voiced as early as 1991; however, if you were to
ask the church leaders which countries are involved in this vision, not many can name 51
countries and even the original seven may be a stretch!

Chinese publications, such as the Great Commission Bi-Monthly Journal take the traditional
meaning of the Silk Road as going through Central Asia and on into the Middle East.!”! This
concurs with Aikman’s research and understanding of the “Back to Jerusalem” intentions.
However, in Back to Jerusalem, Hattaway, along with his cohorts, insists on two additional
silk routes which conveniently include the Hindu and Buddhist worlds. This enlargement of
the vision will require people. Are there 100,000 Chinese cross-cultural missionaries prepared
and ready to legally go into these difficult parts of the world?

Currently, the rural house church movement in China is facing tremendous challenges.
Regionalization and globalization mean that the lure of money is located in the cities, and
many of the younger house church leaders are migrating there. The rural house church is,
once again, graying swiftly. These migrating house church leaders are discovering the
challenges of the cities: educational differences, legal means of working and accountability.
These new social-educational-legal realities are not small.

If the rural house churches are graying swiftly, and if the younger leaders are in a mode of
urban migration, then what about the “Back to Jerusalem” movement which is, in fact, tied
to the rural house churches? What about the 100,000 cross-cultural missionaries who are
under training and ready to go? In fact, | ask the same question: “Where are they? How many
are under training and may be able “to go” legally?”

Not a small amount of controversy exists with the “Back to Jerusalem” movement both in
and outside of China with respect to human and financial resources. In fact, a formidable
group of “Patriarchs,” the same ones introduced in Aikman’s book, are standing up
against this movement with Samuel Lamb being the most vocal.

| believe the “Back to Jerusalem” vision is alive and is still in the hearts of many church
leaders in China (comprised of people in house churches, official churches and Christians in
the market place). This is why Aikman’s chapter on “Artists, Writers and Academics” is
significant and ties in well with China’s Christian future. Could it be that God is creating
several layered strategies to bring the gospel back to Jerusalem?

Aikman has excelled in bringing contemporary Christian history of China into the new century.
Jesus in Beijing is a first-rate, timeless book that is a must read for anyone who is interested
in what God is doing in China in the twenty-first century.
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*> Brother Yun is the “authorized representative” to speak for the house churches around
the world; in fact, a grouping of house churches of 58 million adherents, called the Sinim
Fellowship had drafted such a letter. *>5) The Heavenly Man, p. 291.

Paul Hathaway’s Response To Yun’s Exaggerated Leadership Folklore

https://www.asiaharvest.org/open-letter-heavenlyman

8. “Brother Yun is not the leader of the Chinese Church.” Amen! He has never claimed to
be, and anyone who did so would be crazy. Jesus Christ is the leader of the Chinese Church.
After he left China, Yun became an “authorized representative” of the Sinim Fellowship of
house church leaders, who produced a letter which was translated and included in The
Heavenly Man book (p.291-292). Anyone who knows Yun realizes that he does not want any
attention focused on himself, so in the past few years he has asked to be introduced simply as
“a Christian brother from China.” The lie that Yun is claiming to be some great leader
originated on the website set up to discredit him. It has no basis in reality.

9. “Brother Yun was never a major house church leader in China.” This is entirely true! Yun
was not one of the major national house church network leaders (known as the ‘Lao Da’ in
China), and has never claimed to be. Nor does his book suggest that he was. Yun was an
evangelist who was renowned for his God-given ability to lead many people to Christ, as his
book clearly portrays. He also was involved with leading some local training centers and
meetings, but was never considered one of the big leaders in China. He has been a servant to
God’s people, as evidenced by his efforts to bring unity between the different church leaders,
and has never put himself forward as anything else.

*> Daryl: Does Paul Hathaway blame Lin Mushe/Titus Pan, for spreading this supposed
misinformation, despite his own book’s claims from the Sinim Fellowship of house church
leaders? Time & again the claim is made of 50 million adherents to an organization he is an
authorized representative of. The church in Edmonton AL. made that statementin 2023. If it
was misinformation spread by Yun’s detractors, why wouldn’t he put a stop to it?

Yun’s Own Book Portrays This Persona!

His Books

His verbal testimonies were published as books as follows:

(1) “The Heavenly Man’s Testimony — God loves China”- The Asia Harvest Ministry as agents,
in traditional Chinese only.

(2) “The Heavenly Man”- green cover. European edition ISBN 0953610006 translated into
German, French, etc. North America edition ISBN 1-55306-160-8.

(3) “The Heavenly Man”- ISBN 185424597X the English version was published in Dec. 2002
and has become very popular.

(4) “The Heavenly Man - released” (German title “Der Himmelsbuerger — befreit” ) was
published as the second edition to “The Heavenly Man” (see number 2 above) in Feb. 2003
which contains the story of his imprisonment in Burma “Free at Last”.


https://www.asiaharvest.org/open-letter-heavenlyman

These books have already become very popular among Christians in the West. Its Chinese
version is for his Chinese supporters. Its content is different from that of the English version.

The English, German, Norwegian versions state that he is “The Appointed Chairman and
Spokesman of the Sinim Fellowship, of the underground Church in China”. On the book
cover itis printed that he is a modern apostle of China. Also, on the back cover, he was
introduced as the spokesman for the 70 million Christians who belong to the Chinese
underground Churches. He boldly spoke about his “calling” to the West and claimed to be
“The Apostle” of the Chinese underground Churches. He frequently dreams and receives
revelations from God who called him and sent him to the West and the South to be the
pioneer preacher. This claim is to be seen, with drawings, in his book, “The Heavenly Man”
(first edition English version). Later on, it turned out to be the basis for the training and
orphanage ministry in Burma which attracted the Western Christians’ donations.

Introduction To Summary Observations

I’m hoping that the numerous observations, concerns, data points communicated have not
been simply dismissed one at time, but that the cumulative effect has been allowed to
present a case for reasonable doubt, considering the validity of questions that could be
asked. The advantage of examining the scope of brother Yun’s life and ministry, is observing
the fruit over time, not just the content & context of the book, as well as the observations and
reviews of others who read the book.

A sensitive point in examining, & weighing such as the likes of brother Yun’s personal
testimony, is the subjective nature of such a task.

Honing Critical Thinking

In researching anything, honing critical thinking is a required task. Entering a spiritual detox
journey forced me to start asking myself more questions, examining myself more
intentionally, thinking more critically as per the description below.

Critical thinking is self-guided, self-disciplined thinking which attempts to reason at the
highest level of quality in a fair-minded way. People who think critically consistently attempt
to live rationally, reasonably, empathically. They are keenly aware of the inherently flawed
nature of human thinking when left unchecked. They strive to diminish the power of their
egocentric and socio-centric tendencies. They use the intellectual tools that critical thinking
offers —concepts and principles that enable them to analyze, assess, and improve

thinking. They work diligently to develop the intellectual virtues of intellectual integrity,
intellectual humility, intellectual civility, intellectual empathy, intellectual sense of justice and
confidence in reason. They realize that no matter how skilled they are as thinkers, they can
always improve their reasoning abilities and they will at times fall prey to mistakes in
reasoning, human irrationality, prejudices, biases, distortions, uncritically accepted social
rules and taboos, self-interest, and vested interest. They strive to improve the world in
whatever ways they can and contribute to a more rational, civilized society. Atthe same
time, they recognize the complexities often inherent in doing so. They avoid thinking



simplistically about complicated issues and strive to appropriately consider the rights and
needs of relevant others. They recognize the complexities in developing as thinkers, and
commit themselves to life-long practice toward self-improvement. They embody the
Socratic principle: The unexamined life is not worth living , because they realize that
many unexamined lives together result in an uncritical, unjust, dangerous world.

~ Linda Elder, September, 2007

https://www.criticalthinking.org/pages/defining-critical-thinking/766

Socratic principle:
https://www.google.com/search?q=Socratic+principle&rlz=1CATISD _enCA795CA795&0q=S
ocratic+principle&ags=chrome..69i57j0i512j0i22i3018.2805j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8

In a section below at bottom, ‘My Epiphany’, | describe discovering that some things were not
as they appeared to be, this funneling me into a different frame of mind, one in which | started
purposefully examining various doctrinal beliefs & practices, specific ministries, movements
etc. in away | hadn’t before, endeavouring to test & weigh information based more on Biblical
comparison evidence, readjusting, relearning est. orthodox principles/rules of hermeneutics,
calling upon the Lord for wisdom, to walk in His ways, honouring His Word, testing, weighing,
examining all things against His Word, seeking the Lord for a renewed mind, transforming my
thinking, eradicating erroneous ideas, perspectives and errors accumulated over the years.
An urgent need to dig for, and est. facts was spawned within, an urgency to pull away from and
deny emotional, emotive based responses, endeavouring more objective oriented pursuit for
factual truth not validation.

Because this is such a hot button topic, | have prolonged the conclusion out of reticence
of a hasty response. Before | began a more intense, intentional self-examination, busy &
consumed with the reality | had allowed to form around me, *> (a perceived reality, quick to
believe & embrace all things supernatural, all things claimed, without question, or
examination), before becoming intently aware, that not everything was as it appeared to be,
my motivation was more validation of what | believed. Today it’s discovery. What will evidential
facts reveal? Having discovered that a lot of perceived perspectives were actually erroneous,
incorrect in some way, for various reasons, has motivated me to pursue facts what ever they
be, to hone critical thinking, to examine myself, my approach to research, as honestly as
possible.

*> https://scribalwell.wordpress.com/2022/06/28/how-prone-we-are-to-stories-of-the-

supernatural-akiane-kramariks-story/

Some Reasons For Claiming Reasonable Doubt

> Brother Yun’s accounts exceed all New Test. Biblical proportions, overshadowing the
New Test. narrative. | think it’s a fair assessment to say that this could be accepted as ared
flag reasonable doubt, not a singular indictment, but reasonable grounds to esp. question the
accumulative accounts. Even if some of his account is true and others embellished or even
fabricated, this would call his whole story into question. | believe it’s just as reasonable to


https://www.criticalthinking.org/pages/defining-critical-thinking/766
https://www.google.com/search?q=Socratic+principle&rlz=1CATTSD_enCA795CA795&oq=Socratic+principle&aqs=chrome..69i57j0i512j0i22i30l8.2805j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.google.com/search?q=Socratic+principle&rlz=1CATTSD_enCA795CA795&oq=Socratic+principle&aqs=chrome..69i57j0i512j0i22i30l8.2805j0j7&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://scribalwell.wordpress.com/2022/06/28/how-prone-we-are-to-stories-of-the-supernatural-akiane-kramariks-story/
https://scribalwell.wordpress.com/2022/06/28/how-prone-we-are-to-stories-of-the-supernatural-akiane-kramariks-story/

question much of his prison break account, as it would be to accept, because it exceeds and

goes beyond any New Test. account.

> Many of the various comments and observations made from book reviews are valid.

Nearly every page of The Heavenly Man recounts a miracle, dream, or vision
the lack of confirmation troubled me deeply.

everybody exaggeration language.

Christians in Henan Province, from his own fellowship disassociated from him.
the Chinese have a long tradition of making a story better than itis.

Brother Yun is evidently a man who suffered more torture than the apostle Paul, much
found in Foxe’s Book of Martyrs.

Current eye witness account of oblique, unclear calls for prayer, including salvation
were likely most already saved. Questionable intentions for prayer, spiritual
manifestations.

I also wonder why if God works so powerfully in his life, no miracles happen at the
churches he visits.

| heard Brother Yun speak 2 weeks ago, and | was greatly disappointed. He talked of
God'’s power to heal, but did not mention grace, atonement, redemption, sin,
righteousness or repentance. *>| was sad that he then had an alter call, but with no
clear message about what people were coming forward for.

Brother Yun spoke here in Dublin last month and | must concur with another post here.
The gospel was not preached, even allowing for the translation.

What concerned me more was the descriptions of how they intend to train young
christians in the practice of Accupunture and eastern massage as this would allow
them to “lay hands ” on people without them knowing and thus propel them into the
Kingdom...*>The altar call was very unspecific in that they were calling on 1) the
unsaved 2) the backslidden 3) anyone who wanted inner healing 4) physical

healing 5) any one with a non specific need. | know the Lord can and does minister
across all these areas but one was left with the feeling that the intent was to get as
many people on their feet as possible for the cameras. This was backed by the local
pastor speaking of “thousands coming forward” when in fact the entire audience was
around 1300.

Lack of gospel message & ambiguous altar calls, highlighting ‘more of God’ intentions
with charismatic manifestations.

So many smaller unnecessary inconsistencies. The people asked him to stay longer, so
he then recited the first part of Acts which he had memorized and then told them he



would come back when he had memorized more? Again — he had his Bible with him?
Why could he not just have read the rest of Acts to them?

Copies of Heavenly Man taken to village next to Yun’s home village. Later, we received
some feedback that people in the village were amazed that they had never heard of this
man, or his wife or any of the miracles mentioned in the book.

It was as if he was trying hard to look like he was living out every story from the Bible.

From my own perspective, the sufferings and ministry of Pastor Samuel Lamb (who
also signed the letter renouncing the “heavenly man”) are well known among
Chinese Christians and many in the West. He was one of the few house church
leaders in China that Billy Graham visited during his trip to China. In contrast, | have
not heard of Brother Yun until | heard news about him through western Christian
media in the last few years. (Quite extraordinary, because | have been following news
on the Chinese churches for years)

In fact, according to the newsletter of CCl of Canada (which has been involved in
ministry in China for 15 years), they did not know about this “Brother Yun” (really
Zhenying Liu) until they started to receive inquiries from some western pastors. It
would seem to me that “Brother Yun” is only a phenom in the West.

I (author) have attempted to contact Brother Yun about some of the issues I raise here.
But his staff member says he will only answer questions at one of his programs.

The larger fellowship of Christian leaders in Henan Province have distance themselves
from Yun and his claims. Many of the independent churches in Henan first learn about
Yun from Yun HIMSELF, during their testimony time.

Considering everything God does, this book sure focuses a lot on Brother Yun. No
amount of Scripture or token praise takes away the uncomfortable feeling that Brother
Yun stands center stage here, not God.

And if you’re expecting me to believe God did these amazing things (which maybe He
did!)...well, I'm going to expect to see emphasis placed more on God’s might than
Brother Yun’s.

Concerns W/ Back To Jerusalem Organization.

The erroneous glorification of suffering & martyrdom tendencies, dedication &
commitment measured by length of imprisonment.

Similarity to the auto-biography aspect, wherein the subject person written about, is
actually the one dictating the stories, much of the content unverifiable, sometimes
suspiciously appearing exaggerated.

Yun’s own books portray his exaggerated, influential persona, which Paul Hathaway
implied was rumours detractors were spreading.



The new edition of his book in German version (The same as the original English
version “Free at Last”) has added the event as to how he and his family were forced
out of Burma due to the fact that the Dawn Ministry, a Taiwanese Drug Rehabilitation
Centre, hung a Taiwan national flag in Burma which triggered an investigation by the
Burmese military department. He had no choice but leave Burma. He was only a victim
of other people” s politicking. But Rev. Simon Lau (Lou Min-Ho) and his wife, who are in
charge of the Dawn Ministry in Taipei, categorically denied such event and they

said, “We don’t know the heavenly man.

In Sept. 1997 he left China for Germany. On Oct. 10 in Hamburg, he officially applied
for asylum and was allocated to the refugee camp in East Germany. He told the
German government that there are four main networks among the underground
Churches in China: The Born Again, The Charismatics, The Shouters and The
Fundamentalist (The Evangelistic). And he is the elected chairman of these four
main networks. The German government was deceived and granted him refugee
status. Between 1997 and 1999 he hid himself in Br. Lin Mushi’s home. Not long
afterward, Br. Lin discovered his hypocrisy who in fact made false testimony to cheat
people, created dissension and he is a big con man.

In Jan. 4, 1999, before the congregation of a big missionary organization AVC of the
BFP Church in Germany, he introduced that there are five main networks among
the underground Churches in China. Not only he is the leader of his own church,
but he is also the leader of these five main networks. He was invited to speak to
these churches and was elected, by raising of hands, to be the chairman representing
them. He also claimed that there were records of the electing procedures but was
confiscated by the police. Nanyang Church which he leads consists of 500,000
members whom he has entrusted to the 150 co-workers who are under him. There are
10 elders under him. Under each elder there are 10 disciples and under each disciple
there are another 10 disciples. On top of that, in his missionary field he has 300,000
believers.

The German organizations, through verbal testimonies, publications, and German and
English websites publicly introduced “The four main networks of underground
churches in China and the number of their members: The Born Again 23 million
members; The Local Churches 15 million members; The Charismatics 20 million
members and The Independent Churches 17 million members. The first three main
networks were jointly named as ‘The Sinim Fellowship’ which has 58 million believers
and they are under the leadership of the heavenly man.”

On June 7, 2003, in Berlin, he, as the representative of the 70 million membered
Chinese underground Churches, was very well received by a European Conference
which had 15,000 attendants when he talked of his brave testimony of his sufferings in
prison.



¢ Yun’s working/mentored relationship with Peter Xu, the Born Again & Back To
Jerusalem movements

*> Daryl: Any evidence of exaggeration, fabrication, deceit, lying, is valid for reasonable
doubt, not mention questionable practices, beliefs, relationships with others that were of
concern to various house churches & leaders. The discrepancies between Paul Hathaway and
Samuel Lamb’s accounts of Yun, are cause for questioning concern. Paul denying
exaggerated claims of Yun’s large leadership influence, yet Yun’s own books claiming
those very things, is a clear red flag that things are not as they have been portrayed.

>The Al overview below has valid points, not definitive proof but valid
concerns/questions

+ Miracle accounts questioned: Some critics suggest that certain accounts of
miracles, particularly those related to healings and escapes, are exaggerated or lack
corroboration.

e Possible mirroring of Acts: Some reviewers note similarities between Brother Yun’s
experiences and events described in the Book of Acts, suggesting a possible attempt
to emulate biblical narratives.

o “Imperial” leadership style: One critique focuses on Brother Yun’s leadership style,
which some found to be “imperial” and which led to conflict and division within his
church.

o Lack of transparency: Some question the financial transparency of the “Back to
Jerusalem*“ movement, which Brother Yun is associated with.

e Controversial claims:

e Some have raised concerns about the “Born Again Movement,” which Brother Yun is
part of, potentially veering into heresy.

Another Charismatic Folklore Legend?

“While watching “The Messenger,” the story of Joan of Arc, then researching her life story, |
was further reminded and made more aware of embellishment with historical figures.
Having already researched modern charismatic figures from the recent past, this story of Joan
Of Arc intrigued me, as the tho’t of ‘christian folklore’ expanded in my mind.

Celebrity Christianity/False Charm

In this context and as | continued to research, the term ‘charismatic‘ began to take on
expanded meaning. ‘Celebrity christianity‘ is another term discussed at this time, where in,
popular, prominent christian figures, are followed and held in unBiblical high esteem.
‘Charismatic’ in the sense of popular, influential personality, is trending in the church, as
many in leadership hold sway over the masses, with their ‘charismatic’ personalities.



The ‘charisma,’ the charm, the strong influential personalities lend themselves to
creating an aura about certain individuals, enabling them to influence others in what they
think, believe and perceive. This ‘charisma, this charm, can be mistaken for ‘anointing,’
esp. when the individual leans upon this charismatic charm, as soulish power to affect
people, creating manipulation, thro’ this charm, and demonstrating some kind of power.

Troubling Roots

In researching ministries and prominent christian figures, common occurrences appeared in
many, that | began to identify as roots that were possibly producing diseased trees. The
‘celebrity’ status and charm made it extremely difficult for many to consider or
acknowledge anything other than ‘highly anointed, gifted ministers of the Lord, yet the
troubling corrupted roots, convinced me, that something other than ‘anointing’ was at work in
these individuals.

The Creation of Folklore Legends

The charm, influence, the aura, the seemingly extra-ordinary results, has led to
unquestioning status of high degree in the minds and hearts of many thro’out the years,
propped up by biased, incomplete historical documentation, discrediting facts ignored,
buried, discounted, justified, twisted, reality embellished, distorted, misunderstood,
perceived erroneously, thus sowing seeds of folklore, and creating legends.

Joan Of Ark

Having researched the life of Joan Of Arc, discovering numerous theories as to her ‘exp’s’ and
the events of her participation in the French- English battles, | found a striking resembles
between her life story and numerous modern day ‘christian icons.’

Hindsight has made possible connections from the recent past to Joan Of Arc’s ‘exp’s.
Investigating some modern prominent christian figures, has revealed some common
occurrences. Supernatural visitations attributed to angels of God, giving messages of
‘great works to be done,’ childhood trauma, extreme hardship, a common denominator,
creating a ‘messiah like complex, where-in one feels an overwhelming sense of destiny,
perhaps demonically inspired, thro’ finding weakness in the individual from
trauma/hardship.

Joan’s life fits this scenario. Her village was razed by the English several times. She was a self
isolating, religiously minded, young girl. The movie, “The Messenger,” portrays her as a
fantasizing little girl. Her ‘exp’s, the visions and voices could very well have been demonic, as
some modern individuals that | have researched. Interestingly, | posted an article about the
power of false prophecy influencing politics in past history, “political action was guided by
prophecy. Prophecies were invoked by rebel leaders, appropriated by ruling elites, and,
ultimately, censored by a government fearful of their disruptive potential.“...

During her life time a ‘prophecy’ was commonly known among the people, of a woman who
would rise to rescue France from the hands of the English! This story, ‘Joan Of Arc’- “The



Messenger,” has provoked me to pursue the theme, ‘Christian/Charismatic Folklore And
The Stuff Of Legends.’

| have researched numerous christian figures, examining troubling roots that have allowed
unGodly, soulish and demonic activity to be presented on stages and before millions of
people, portrayed as supernatural works of God, creating folklore legends out of fallen
humanity, mesmerized by charismatic charm, and apparent powerful supernatural acts
of God.

Research has uncovered details of discrepancies with other documentation, troubling at
times, as it seems intentional cover up of details was intended, to protect the image of
particular groups, details which would dismantle legendary status. It seems a good legend is
often preferred over naked truth.

This is my story, ‘Christian/Charismatic Folklore And The Stuff Of Legends!’
My Epiphany

Not everything is as it appears to be!

Embellishment, Exaggeration, Falsification, Manifestation

One reason | research, investigate, examine ministries, is because I’ve come to discover not
everything is as it appears to be. Falsified appearances create unrealistic expectations,
‘chasing the wind’ so to speak, in many cases. These ‘falsified appearances’gain legendary
status, producing unfounded hope in unBiblical exp.’s, feigned, falsified, counterfeited,
exaggerated out of proportion realities.

https://scribalwell. wordpress.com/2021/10/29/my-epiphany/
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